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EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
ADDRESS BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON. 


My Lord and dear friends—I shall not attempt any 
apology for speaking to-day. If any man were to 
think of the able men who are in this hall, men of 
devotion and of eloquence, he would come rapidly to 
the conclusion that he had better hold his tongue. 
I have come to this conclusion myself, but I am 
unable to carry it out, for you have asked me to 
speak, and I have promised to do so, and therefore 
I must do my best. Years ago when one rose up 
and said, “ Unaccustomed as I am to public speak- 
ing,’ one used to try and say something. Now we 
have quite another view of things; we want some- 
thing to say. I have no anxiety to say something, 
but to have something to say, something worth the 
saying, and something that ought to be said, 1 have, 
on this occasion, had a great deal of advice as to 
what I ought to say and what I ought not to say, 
Will you please to consider that I have duly digested 
the various instructions that I have received, and 
that, being “a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke,” 
I shall probably say what I am asked not to say, and 
I shall probably not say what I am expected to say. 

_The policy of this society may be open to discussion, 
I hope it will always be discussed whenever any 
good can arise out of it; but I am not going to dis- 
cuss it to-day. ‘‘To everything there is a season, 
and a time for every purpose under heaven,” I 
married a couple yesterday, and I said to them a 
great many things containing valuable advice as to 
how to get on in married life. You may be sure of 
that. At any rate, you may take it for granted, But 
I gave no criticism whatever on the bride’s nose, 
“nor upon the bridegroom’s chin. I may venture 
upon that another day perhaps, if it be desirable, 
but I could not have done soon that day, And so 
to-day we are come here, I think, to thank God, to 
take courage, and to stir each other up, and dis- 
_ cussions can wait till another time, . 
Dear friends, I came here to-day first 40 Zestify to 
ry own intense reverence for the book which this 
society scatters, 1 recollect the frst time I heard the 
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word “bibliolatry.” It was a new offence to me. I 
asked if I had been guilty of it. I was half inclined 
to commit it if I had never done so. I had not 
known that sin if a new law had not come in my 
way. I do not worship the Book, but I do so 
intensely love it that I can say with David, ‘“ My soul 
standeth in awe of thy word.” You may speak of 
me and of my opinions as yow please, and I can 
afford. to regard it as I please ; but when God speak- 
eth, then every power is hushed to hear what he hath 
to say, and the whole heart trembles before the 
word of the living God. It is no ordinary book. I 
hate the science of comparative theology. I know but 
one God, and all the rest are idols. I hate all com- 
parison of sacred books. I know of only one, and 
all the rest are pretenders. No man who has ever 
read them will ever for a single second think that 
they can be mistaken for the word of the living God. 
They have nothing of the tone, or the soul, or the 
majesty, or the depth of this wonderful book of 
ours. 

The Bible stands alone—the sole and only book of 
God. I would express, in my own way, as the arch- 
bishop has done so well in his admirable style, my 
confidence in the Bible under criticism. It has 
passed through a good deal of criticism now, has it 
not? I donot know why it should be criticised with 
superfluous severity when so many other books have 
been allowed to escape almost scot-free. Had other 
writings been criticised in the manner of Biblical 
criticism, there had not been a fragment of them left. 
But now there is not a fragment of the Holy Scrip- 
tures gone, I am not certain that even the passages 
that have been given up might not well be retained, - 
and if they be given up they are somehow better 
given up than kept, and teach more in their absence 
than they did in their presence. No doctrine—no © 
essential doctrine—of Christianity has been jeopar- 
dized by fair criticism of the original books nor by 
any other kind of criticism, J sometimes nowadays 
marvel at the men that are critics of such a book as 
this, What a daring they exhibit! One said to me 
when I spoke of Paul, “I don’t agree with Paul,” 
When I lay aside the question of inspiration and only 
think of Paul, ‘Why, man, he doth bestride this 
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narrow world like a Colossus;” and here was an 
individual—I had to take off my spectacles and try 
to borrow a magnifying glass to see him—he didn’t 
agree with Paul! In the age of rushlights I should 
not have been more surprised if the rushlight had 
said that it did not agree with the sun. Surely these 
Holy Books are not to be treated so. It is not every 
Jack, Tom, and Harry that can begin to criticise 
Daniel and Ezekiel and the very Christ of God. 
Impudence is certainly not a rare quality nowadays. 
But they may pass the Book through more critical 
tests if they will. It is as silver tried in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times. They do it service after 
all, though I will no more thank them for the service 
than I thank Judas Iscariot and Pilate and Caiaphas 
for the death of my Lord. These enemies wrought 
out the purposes of God; howbeit, they meant not 
so, and therefore to them is no credit, however great 
the good that came of their unholy deeds. 

I would add that not only have we confidence in 
the word of God in the critic’s hand, but we have, 
many of us, made proof of the word of God in our 
own daily life, and we would like to bear our testi- 
mony to it. I have tested the word of God in great 
physical pain. I have had enough of sickness to be 
a good and sufficient witness thereto, and there is no 
pillow for an aching head like a promise from the 
word of God. I may add that I have not been with- 
out struggles of another kind than physical; but 
there is nothing wanted to sustain a man, to put 
soul into him, but to know that he is in accordance 
with the mind of Christ, and that therefore he will 
have God on his side. To take the divine doctrines 
revealed in that book, and to feed upon them is to 
make yourself as a giant refreshed with new wine. 
The book is perfectly wonderful as to its results 
when you test them. I saw /an aged woman once, 
and when I visited her I read from her Bible. She 
had marked it by the side here and there with her 
own seals of witness. ‘‘T and P” I saw frequently 
in the margin of her Bible. I asked her what she 
meant, and she replied, “Oh! that means ‘tried and 
proved,’ sir,” and she began to tell me how in time 
of trouble and in time of distress a passage had 
opened itself up to her so wonderfully that she had 
believed it and taken it to God in prayer, and had 
proved it true to herself. These are the kind of 
Bibles I love. I call that sort of Bible not a refer- 
ence Bible, annotated as it is, but I think of an 
expression I once heard from a man who said, 
“T want to buy a reverence Bible.”’ He meant refer- 
ence undoubtedly, but a Bible that has been read 
and tested and proved has become a reverence Bible 
to those who are made to feel that such markings 
might be their own. A Bible tried soon becomes a 
Bible proved, I hope, dear friends, you all try the 
word of God every day in your own daily life, It is 
a splendid book for the throne; it is equally good in 
the kitchen. It is a blessed book to put into your 
pocket and carry with you when you are in the rail- 


way train; you will find it precious if you stay at. 


home. In poverty or in wealth, in joy or in sorrow, 
the many-sided Bible only presents to you some new 
phase of its everlasting adaptation to your state and 
case. Give up the Bible! We will sooner give up 
‘our lives. Doubt its inspiration'some of us never 
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can, for it has inspired us; and when a book inspires 
a man, that man knows that the book is inspired 
itself. 

One thing also I would add here, and that is my 
testimony to the wonder which the book often excites 
in me. I could stop when I am reading it sometimes 
and cry over it. It is not that I understand it. Often 
it is because I cannot understand it that my wonder 
makes me admire. Two young men were talking 
together about if they were shut up in prison for 
twelve months, what book they would like to have 
in prison with them. One of them said he would 
prefer to take the Bible with him. ‘“ Why?” said the 
other, “you are not a religious fellow.” ‘‘No,” 
replied the other, “but the Bible is no end of a 
book.” You can get to the end of other books. 
You have worked them out when you have read them 
two or three times; but you have only begun with 
the Bible when your hair turns grey. It is marvellous 
how wonderful the Bible is the first time you come to 
it. I think I almost wish I had never read it that I 
might have the pleasure of reading it for the first 
time. I frequently hear of that being the case with 
a convert when one calls on me to tell his early 
experience. Towards the end of last year a man 
came to join the church. He had not often attended 
a place of worship; but he had been induced to 
come on one occasion, and God met with him. 
While I was trying to find out whether he really 
knew the Lord he said to me, ‘‘What a wonderful 
book, sir, the Bible is!” “Yes,” I replied, “it is very 
wonderful. How have you found that out?” “ Well, 
sir,” he said, “I can’t read except very slowly. I 
have to spell all the words, and one day I got to 
John, and came to this: ‘Henceforth I call you not 
servants, for the servant knoweth not what his lord 
doeth; but I have called you friends.’ Friends! 
That he should call me a friend! Why, that knocked 
me all to bits, sir. So I took the book into the shop 
and said to my wife, ‘Here, you can read. I’m afraid 
I’ve made a mistake here. You read it to me.’ And 
she read out, ‘I have called you friends.’ Well, for 
him to call mea friend! It melts me, for I have been 
his enemy all my life, and I never did hima service. _ 
Even now I don’t see what I can do to serve him,and _ 
yet he calls me friend. Did you ever notice that, — 
sir?” he said to me. I said, ‘‘ Yes, I have noticed it ; 4 
but in the way you have put it it comesto me more ~ 
fresh than ever.” “A little further down,” said he,” 
“T was dead beat, for I came upon this: ‘These 
things have I said unto you, that ye should not be 
offended.’ Bless me,” said the man, “I am always © 
afraid of offending him; but for him to be afraid of — 
offending me! It is wonderful! Isn’*t it generous? — 
Isn’t it kind? So condescending-like, that he should ~ 
be afraid of offending me! He may do what he likes, 
sir,” he said, ‘‘now that he has saved me, and I will 
never be offended. I cannot be offended with him ; 
but it is so beautiful of him to think so carefully of - 
me.” And so it is—that He should be afraid lest we 


is love indeed. That is a man who never read the 
tes before, and it was a world of wonders to 
im. 
I had a note but yesterday from a gentlemar 
who told me that he called upon my grandfather 
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when he was an old man in his eighty-eighth year, 
and he said: “I went into his study. He had a big 
Bible in front of him. We exchanged salutations, 
and then the old man seemed to forget all about me. 
He sat reading on, and as he read the Bible he kept 
saying, ‘Wonderful! wonderful! I have proved this 
to be true. My soul feeds upon it. I shall soon be 
in the presence of God. Oh, what a precious truth 
this is to an old man like me!’” Yes, it is as 
wonderful to the old man as it is to the young lad. 
Wonder upon wonders! How often have I cried to 
myself in the language of Herbert, ‘‘O book! 
Exquisite sweetness! Let my soul suck every letter, 
and honey gain!’’ There is none like it. Give it me. 
We bear our testimony to that. May we all, dear 
friends, bear testimony to our faith in the Bible once 
more by continually yielding obedience to it. If we 
will obey its precepts we shall know its doctrines. 
The Bible is not merely a book—it is a way; itisa 
chart; it is a guide in the way of righteousness and 
peace. Put in practice the divine word, and as you 
do so you will love it more and more. Enough of 
that. Everybody here, I hope, would have some- 
thing to say about his reverence for the book. Stand 
to it; let nothing shake you in the matter. Stand to 
it, come what may. 

I want next fo give voice this morning to certain 
earnest hopes that are in my soul that make me 
lové the Bible society. I have a lurking hope some- 
where about me—I hardly know whether I can speak 
it very loudly, but I will whisper it--I sometimes 
hope that it is by the way of the Bible that all 
believers in Christ will come together. Each one 
here loves the church to which he belongs—or else 
let him clear out of it. But there is nobody here that 
loves the divisions of Christendom. We would all 
end them if we could. How to do it I cannot tell. 
Unity I love, but attempts at unity always create fresh 
divisions. All the schemes I have ever seen have 
been but partly successful and partly injurious. When 
we shall all come to the word of God, and each man 
shall say: “There I will retract everything I have 
said if it is not in accordance with that book. I will 
‘come down to the pure, word of Christ, and walk in 
the spirit of it to the utmost of my ability,” then 
shall we‘all come together. Things that come near 
to one point come near to one another. And oh, that 
it might be so in our coming near to the word of the 
Lord. For my own part I do not see, if there are 
weighty differences of judgment, why they should 
not be held, so far as they are weighty differences, 
most conscientiously held, and yet wherever there is 


‘a point upon which there can be common service we 


might all heartily agree. I delight in the word of 
God, with regard to the hope I have of the return of 
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it was held in the beginning. God grant that this 
may come to pass ! 

I look to the word of God again for guidance as to 
the threatening politics of the age. We are not 
pessimists nor optimists, but with the use of common 
sense we cannot help feeling that we are entering 
upon times which, while they promise progress, also 
contain a threat of anarchy. Upon whom are we to 
depend? You, gentlemen, have your favorite politi- 
cians. I do not know that I have any. You have 
probably some philosophical scheme, it may be, 
of Christian socialism, or Christian this, or Chris- 
tian that. I have no scheme. I am so great a 
fool that all I can do is to preach the gospel, and if 
I try my hand on anything else I make a mess of it. 
My brother McNeil shakes his head, but I expect he 
is about the same as I am! The great cure of evil 
politics will be to permeate the population with the 
word of God. We shall not see riches made into an 
iron safe in which men lock up their hearts, if they 
really love Christ and their fellow-men according to 
the Scriptural precept. We shall not be governed 
by that low estate which sours itself into malice, if our 
working men love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
and love the word of God. There really is in the 
true Christian church a throwing down of the barriers 
of caste; but outside the Christian church I see you 
have caste in England, even in your religious com- 
munities. Oh, how you cheer in this place when 
caste is denounced in India! but you have got it here 
among yourselves. You know it is so; and we must 
resolve to have it down, by God’s grace. We have 
not all the same amount of money or the same 
amount of poverty; but this ought not to be viewed 
as a great distinction. If we measure men by the 
degrees of wealth or by the degrees of poverty, there 
is not much hope of coming to a true conclusion in 
either way; but if we measure men by their grace, 
by what God makes of them through his truth, and 
by their service to their fellow-men, you will often 
love and respect the extremely poor for the abund- 
ance of their grace, and you will have great affection 
for the wealthy, and the titled, and the honored, who 
equally serve the Lord Jesus Christ. If you have | 
more of the spirit of Christ, Christian England will 
not be broken to pieces. We shall not see blood » 
flowing down our streets with the gospel here. But 
if the Bible and its influence were taken away, the | 
horrors of Paris at the end of the last century would 
soon be repeated in London. Spread your Bibles by 
millions ; give them away in every place. 

In the report you had another point, upon which I 
will not dwell, because the report itself so fully en- 
larges upon it—the usefulness of the Bible in the. 
uplifting of the heathen, Why, the Bible society is a . 


grand missionary society. You must not think of it - 
as only a society for issuing books; it is a missionary | 
society of the first water. It is everywhere teaching 
the gospel. It is the friend of every other missionary 
society ; it is the necessary helper of every worker in 
foreign lands. But it is itself a missionary society; _ 
and knowing asI do a good many of the brethren. 
who are engaged in this work, I think I can say of 
them—certainly I dare to say it of those I know— 
that a choicer set of real, living, spiritually-minded 
Christian men could not be gathered out of all our 


_ the churches to the one faith, once for all delivered to 
the saints. Many have adulterated the word of God, 
_ taking away its tone and spirit and fulness of mean- 
ing, until we are coming to a minimum of faith, when 
only a few things will be regarded as essential, and 
‘even those will be questioned. As we venerate the 
‘word of God, we shall come back to the old truth 
again, for the word of the Lord has not changed, and 
he gospel of the grace of God has not changed. 
We shall, therefore, as we come’back to the im- 
table foundation, come back to the truth itself as 


\ per \ 


132 


churches. Usually they are men of special faith in 
God’s revealed will, because they live into con- 
tact with the evil which is in the heathen world; 
and so, coming into personal contact with the 
evil, they are driven to reliance upon God, and 
to crying out to him for help. This ripens their 
piety, sweetens their character, and makes them 
the very best of men. May the society go on with 
this mission work, ever taking the Bible as the great 
lever with which to uplift the fallen masses of man- 
kind! Having said so much, Iam going to close. I 
shall not take away Mr. McNeill’s time, for he is a 
tremendous fellow, is John McNeill. It is always a 
treat to hear him. I am sobriety itself compared 
with him. I used to be like him once in his vehe- 
mence of speech and action. However, wherever he 
goes he burns his way and leaves a trail of fire 
behind him. I wish him to have a full hearing. 

In closing, I want, dear friends, to ask your best 
endeavors to help the society. A certain man said of 
a black preacher who used to preach a long time, 
‘“ Your black preachers preach an awful long time ; 
they have the gift of continuance.” ‘‘ No,’ was the 
answer, “that black man is not a preacher. If he were, 
he would have stuck to his text, and there would have 
been an end to his discourse some time or other. But 
he is an exhorter; an exhorter can go from one point 
to another, as long as he likes, and you never know 
when he comes to an end.” Now, I am going to 
become an exhorter. Inasmuch as Mr. McNeill is 
behind me, I shall, however, come to anend. But I 
would exhort every friend here to engage in the work 
of scattering the Bible everywhere. I do not think 
you can make a better investment than in copies of 
the Holy Scriptures yourselves to give away. I have 
scarcely ever given away the word of God without 
meeting with some marked result. I gave to a cab- 
man twenty years ago a twopenny Testament. I 
never looked to hear of it again, but I did hear of 
that twopenny Testament some years afterward, in 
the hands of the man, who kept it probably as a kind 
of relic, because God had blessed it to the conversion 
of his soul. That twopence was a good investment. 
You can get a penny Testament now; do not fail to 
have many. There have been some 4,500,000 copies 
sold or distributed. It ought to be 40,000,000. We 
ought always to be giving away New Testaments; 
and the Bible itself is not a very expensive purchase, 
Give it away. If you would take my advice about it,. 
give away to your friends nicely-bound copies that 
will not soon go to pieces. They will keep them if 
they are handsome books. Especially among the 
poor we want to give good books. Anything that is 
tawdry-looking won’t answer your purpose to give 
away. Give them lasting bindings. Pick out one 
with good big type for old Jane; then it will be pre- 
served, and will be handed down to old Jane’s 
daughter and granddaughter, and so it will pass from 
generation to generation, Take care that you give 
the Bible in a good torm, and then it will live for 
many a year to bless the household, Scatter it every- 
where, That is the first practical point. 

The next is, help the Bible society with money to 
continue its distribution of the word of God, its 
translation, its sale, its colportage, and all the rest. 
I do not like the idea of there being deficiencies. If 
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there must be deficiencies in any godly organizations 
they ought not to occur in the Bible society. I think 
I speak to some gentlemen here who are worth half 
a million. Now it is your money that is worth that, 
and not you, unless you give. Let me finish. I think 
that gentleman is worth £500,000, but he is not worth 
that unless he sends in a cheque for £5,000 towards 
clearing off that deficiency. A man dies worth what 
he has given away, but the rest is‘not his worth. You 
take a man down in the estimate of his worth if 
you value him by personal considerations of that 
kind. A friend professing very solid doctrine said, 
the other day, to one of my earnest friends, “ Don’t 
talk to me,I am a fatherin Israel. I have been a 
child of God, now, so many years, and I have had 
such a deep experience that I am entitled to be called 
a father in Israel.” My friend said to him, ‘‘ How 
many spiritual children have you?” ‘‘Well,” he 
answered, “I do not know.” “How many have you ~ 
brought to Christ? How many have been con- 
verted by your means?” “ Well, I do not know that 
I can speak of one.” My friend justly replied, ‘“Then 
don’t call yourself a father until you have some 
children.” Don’t call yourself a rich man until you 
have stored up some treasure in heaven by giving to 
the Bible society. Measure your worth by how much 
you are prepared to give. Let us support the society 
that it may help myriads to hear with their eyes the 
word of God. No, I made no mistake, reading may 
be well described as hearing with the eyes. Let us 
help this holy work practically by finding the means 
of scattering the word of God. I have filled up my 
time. I shall have filled it up rightly if you put your 
hands in your pockets and do not keep them there. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


PERSECUTION FOR THE WORD’S SAKE. 


There are times in human experience which remind 
one of the expression in the Psalms, about the night 
time ‘‘ wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep — 
forth.” Recent correspondence at the Bible House — 
tells of the outbreak of hatred against the Society’s 
colporteurs in Turkey, Mexico, Peru, and Bolivia. In 
no one of these countries is it a violation of the law 
to go from house to house offering the Holy Scrip- ~ 
tures for sale, but for all that, it is not difficult for 
those who hate evangelical religion to throw ob- 
stacles in the way of Bible distribution or to secure 
the arrest and imprisonment of the colporteur on ~ 
false charges. A letter from Mr. Bowen, on another 
page, describes the experience of one man in Marash. 


Vegas has again been in prison four days,” while Mr. 
Penzotti, writing from jail in Callao, speaks of one of 
his associates as having been imprisoned for seven 
hours in Lima, and another for twenty-four hours in 
Bolivia. It is not a new experience for Mr. Penzotti 
who surely has not been guilty of any crime, and 
whose letter, in broken English, shows that he ha 
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good heart in his trials, and is neither cast down nor 
friendless. His letter is as follows: 


CALLAO, August 19, 1890. 

To-day is twenty days since I came from the south 
after an absence of three months, but when I was in 
the best of my work the authorities of Callao brought 
me to the prison. To-day is sixteen days I am shut 
in the prison with the criminal people ; I do not know 
when I will go out, but I don’t think the day is very 
far. They took me by saying that I had escaped, for 
I was afraid of the judgment. When I went away I 
left a man to represent my person, but the man did 
not put much attention and the judgment passed 
without his knowing. That’s why I am shut. 

The Catholic people are doing very much to make 
our work stop, but for all that I can see, they are 
lighting more the fire and doing the work good. The 
collocation of the books is getting very hard on ac- 
count of the general opposition, but the few that are 
bought are sure not to be destructed. The colpor- 
teurs show much energy and decision, though they 
are in danger. Noriega has been in prison in Lima 
for seven hours, and Aranzet in Bolivia twenty-four 
hours, and in Bolivia appeal has been made to the 
government to send the colporteurs out of the 
country. 

In Peru the people are thinking of asking the gov- 
ernment to grant them liberty of worship, and the 
President is going to do all he can for it. Many dis- 
tinguished people from the capital come to see me 
in my prison and want me to explain the Bible, and 
have much love for our work. The alcalde told me 
I am gaining more in these days of prison than in 
ten years of work. Iam doing what I can with the 
prisoners. I have sold Bibles and little books sel- 
dom [occasionally], and the result is that they have 
made a petition for me to preach to them Sundays. 
As I have no commodities here to write you, I will 
do it again when I come out. Please pray for this 
poor country. Yours in love, 

F. PENZOTTI. 


RUSSIA. 

Mr. Prince writes : 

Golubeff unexpectedly appeared here two days 
ago, and is on his way back with about 2,500 more 
When in Tobolsk, he 
learned that no colporteurs had, up to present date, 
traversed the river Ob, up to Obdonsk, 1,372 miles 


north. As he could travel with a free ticket he at 


once turned back, took the books with him, which 
will make a saving of 150 roubles in carriage, and in 
six or eight weeks he hopes to be in Omsk to pro- 
ceed to Semipalitinsk and Tashkent. At Perm he 
met Dr. Baedeker, who with the help of an inter- 
preter is finding his way, vza Irkutsk to Vladivostock 


and Japan. Golubeff has since heard that Dr. B._ 
was not allowed to visit political prisons, and that the 
clerical chief of the seminary forbade him access to” 


the students in Tobolsk. Golubeff went everywhere, 
and was in direct communication with political 


_ prisoners, but had to give them copies of the New 
Testament, as they were not allowed to have ready 


money at command. One of them, a young Jew, was 


delighted to get a New Testament, though he still _ 
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professes adhesion to the Hebrew faith. He was sent 
five years ago from this place, where he was a pupil 
of the Technological Institute. 

Along the rivers Ob and Irtish, Golubeff will find 
numerous exiles, political and others, and for these I 
have added a goodly number of New Testaments, 
which will be a great blessing, no doubt. The gov- 
ernor of Tobolsk is well aware under whose auspices 
Golubeff is working, and independently of the facili- 
ties afforded him, showed him marked attention by 
calling on him in his apartments. Whatever the 
feelings of men who have been subjected to recent 
criticisms, they have sent up a chorus of praise to 
the American Bible Society. And so it should be. 

In Esthonia we are doing as well as we have a 
right to expect. Aunwerdt writes that in one town 
he applied, to the magistracy for permission to sell; 
the reply was, that “though we are positively forbid- 
den to allow colportage, we will not take any notice 
of your doings,”’ and virtually they wished him God- 
speed. The Teutonic element among the peasantry 
is very often rude and abusive, and the Scriptures, 
which in their estimation are anything but holy, are 
ridiculed. Paumann is working away and reports 
even larger sales than Aunwerdt. 

It may be of interest to you to have me mention 
that I was told last week of a monk-priest, named 
Alexis, who is at work upon a translation of the 
Scriptures into Chinese. In former years he held the 
post of chaplain to the Russian embassy at Pekin, 
and he has refused preferment in order to carry on 
this work. He is domiciled in the hostelry (town 
residence in St. Petersburg) of the Kieff Metropolitan, 
Platon, where as a recluse he can be removed from 
the world, but within ten minutes of books of 
reference which the academy possesses. I do not 
know how long he has been here, or whether he is 
accessible. 


LETTER FROM MR. BOWEN. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, Aug, 2, 1890. 


We should hardly have anticipated that in an old 
and successful mission like that of Marash, we should 
have had any trouble with officials. But word has 
just come that a new governor in that district is 
making trouble. The Superintendent of our work 
had been placed under arrest, and his books sealed; 
and even the book depot in Marash, which has for 
years been in unmolested operation, had been placed 
under lock and key. The Superintendent, Ayanoglou 
Todor, has had other opposition to overcome than 
that of Turkish officials. Recently while going about 
a village near Adana, he met a priest upon whom he 
urged the propriety of purchasing the Scriptures him- 
self and stirring up his people to do likewise. The 
priest thereupon exhibited holy indignation against 
the principle of furnishing books to persons of low 
degree, and took his departure in a great passion. 
After an unsuccessful attempt to sell Scriptures in the 
market-place, Todor went to his lodgings, and there 
found the same priest sitting in his room. The priest 
seeing Todor’s companion take a Testament from his 
pocket, was very angry that such a fellow should 
keep a holy book in his dirty trousers, etc.,etc. Some 


Turks and Armenians were present who asked vari- 
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ous questions designed to provoke a quarrel between 
the priest and the colporteur. Todor, however, made 
such a judicious use of the Scriptures, and was so 
patient and kind in the exposition of what he read, 
as to make a complete conquest of all. Even the 
priest was calmed, and with great expressions of grat- 
itude, accepted the gift of a Bible. It was afterwards 
learned that this same priest was one of a mob of 200 
rough men who violently expelled a colporteur from 
the place. 

In the neighboring district of Aleppo, Superintend- 
ent Brodrimos has, in the face of strong opposition, 
succeeded in establishing a Bible depot in the city. 
A very proud priest came one day to the shop and 
complained of the price of a tract-book, which was 
offered him, as very dear. Thereupon Brodrimos 
took down a large Bible, and said: “ Dear, is it? 
Well, here is another book, fifty times as large as 
that, and its price is only eighty cents. It is the 
Bible.” “No! no!” said the priest, retreating as if 
from a snake, “away with your big book! that is not 
the Holy Bible; it is a book of confusion and sedi- 
tion.” Nothing would persuade him to the contrary, 
and he went away, apparently under the persuasion 
that he had narrowly escaped gross contamination. 
“Tt is strange,” remarks Brodrimos, “to see the Bible 
welcomed and beloved in a Turkish harem, and re- 
jected and treated with horror by priests who call 
themselves holy, and wear black dresses to show their 
consecration. If the black robe they wear is symbolic 
of a black veil upon their hearts, we may well pray 
that the black may be changed to white.” 

In the Orva section of the Aleppo district, Colpor- 
teur Hachadoor is working faithtully, and meets with 
many interesting experiences. Recently, walking 
among the gardens and fruit orchards of a village, and 
crying his books, he met with no success, and no one 
came near him. Finally, he began to shout, “How 
much shall I pay for a thousand oranges?” and forth- 
with the gardeners from near and far gathered about 
him, thinking they had found a good customer, and he 
succeeded in selling them some New Testaments. In 
another place he encountered a man, who, not having 
enough money to purchase such a Bible as he wanted, 
gave all he had, and then gave the colporteur the use 
of his horse for a seven hours’ journey, and on the 
way back became so interested in the colporteur’s 
falk that he was reluctant to part with him. ; 

These isolated cases of genuine interest in God’s 
word, and others like them, seem insignificant, like 
drops in the bucket, when we think of the great tide 
of humanity to whom the message is sent. But there 
is, after all, great encouragement in the suggestion 
they make of the measureless possibilities that cluster 
about every seed that is sown. . 

August 14. 

In my last letter I referred to the arrest of Super- 
intendent Todor by the Turkish authorities at Marash. 
‘He was kept in prison four days. Before we knew 
of any settlement there, we had applied to Mr. 
McNutt, our Chargé d’Affaires, for his good offices 
in the matter. At his request, the grand vizier had 
-a telegram sent to Marash, ordering the instant re- 
Jease of the man. The other day the government 
informed the legation that the authorities at Marash 
have returned answer that they had arrested no col- 
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porteur and seized no books! And now comes an 
additional letter from Todor, giving a detailed ac- 
count of the whole affair, with the significant informa- 
tion that the authorities had openly stated there that 
they were treating him with more rigor than they 
would have done had he not sent information to 
Constantinople ! M. BowEN. 


+ + —____—_ 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN ITALY. 

Under date of July 12th, the Rev. Dr. Prochet 
writes from Genoa, to give some report of the Bible 
distribution accomplished by the Committee of Evan- 
gelization of the Waldensian Church with the help of 
the American Bible Society. By way of accounting 
for the delay in transmitting the report, he mentions 
the press of labor which had come upon him individ- 
ually, and proceeds to say : 

Another reason is that I was in search of a good 
able man for the Bible wagon, and of a good strong 
horse to take it through the length and breadth of 
the land, and that took a long time. Then I wanted 
to see the man at work so as to be able to speak of 
him with full knowledge, as he is as much your man 
as ours. Thank God, I venture to believe and to 
say that we have got the right man in the right place. 
Moise A. Valobra is his name; the first name was 
given him when he was circumcised, and the second 
(Alessandro) when he was baptized. Yes, he is a 
son of Abraham in both senses, according to the 
flesh and according to the spirit; there is no exagger- 
ation in saying that he is one of the best acquisitions 
that Christianity has made at the expense of Judaism 
of late. He is of good family, educated, reads 
Hebrew as well as Italian, and knows Greek pretty 
well, at all events well enough to make use of the © 
Greek New Testament. He is far above the level of 
the usual colporteurs in Italy. Valobra is a gentle- 
man in words and bearing. He has accepted the 
vocation out of a strong desire to serve his Saviour, — 
to the best of his abilities. He commands the ~ 
respect of the people by his manners, and conse- 
quently recommends the books he is offering by the 
very manner with which he offers them. He reads 
well, and can explain fully to the hundreds that 
gather round his wagon. Moreover his superior 
education puts him in a position to answer victori- 
ously opponents of all kinds and descriptions. So 
we expect good service from him, and a real further- — 
ance of the gospel cause where it could not other- — 
wise penetrate. I think I told you already that the ~ 
Italians now-a-days want to be roused to the appre- 
ciation of the Bible; their curiosity, when no better — 
feeling can be awakened, must be roused to induce — 
them to come out of that religious torpor in which 
beet! are plunged, and I hope that Valobra is the man > 
or it. 

But on the other hand we cannot decently give 
such a man the small salary we gave to his prede- 
cessors ; we had to double it; so that now, including 
the keeping of the horse, and the necessary repairs 
from time to time to the wagon, the expenses can 
hardly be met with $1,000 a year. I do trust that you 
will approve of this step, and realize the fact that a 
man of that sort does more real work than three 
inferior ones, and consequently after all is not dearer. 


Sa es 
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Starting from Florence towards Rome, Valobra has 
visited a number of small towns, and a good many 
larger towns like Arezzo, Perugia, and Spoleto. 
Everywhere he had crowds surrounding and listen- 
ing to him. Now and then priests have come and 
tried to discuss with him, warning the people against 
the bad Protestant books and the false Protestant 
3ibles! At Spoleto three priests came together, and 
one of them boldly accused the Protestants of having 
mutilated the Ten Commandments. The charge is 
rather a curious one on the part of a priest of Rome! 
Signor Valobra made the priest acknowledge that 
the Ten Commandments had been given by God to 
Moses, and consequently were to be found in the Old 
Testament, and that the text of the Old Testament 
was Hebrew; then taking up a Hebrew Bible, 
Valobra began to read the Ten Commandments in 
the original, asking the priest what difference he 
found between that and Diodati’s Bible. The poor 
priest, to his great confusion, was obliged to confess 
that he was ignorant of Hebrew, and could not even 
read the text of the New Testament. The crowd 
which had listened with breathless attention up to that 
point, began to hiss, and the priests were constrained 
to withdraw. This victory gave Valobra opportunity 
to go on with his reading of the Bible, and a pretty 
good sale followed. 

I pass over the details of the journey to come to 
Rome, where the Bible wagon entered on the 18th of 
April. In past years it had not been possible to 
obtain from the municipal authorities of the eternal 
city permission to locate the Bible wagon on any of 
its squares. This time, after a hard and prolonged 
struggle of fifteen days, Signor Valobra obtained the 
permission. I was myself away from Rome, and 
could not help him. The Bible wagon on the squares 
of Rome! ‘Shocking,’ and more than that mild 
expression was used by the clerical papers of the city 
to qualify the fact. The thing seemed so preposter- 
ous to them that it made them lose their heads, and 
forgetting that they did profess not to acknowledge 
the existence of the Italian authorities, they actually 
called on them to put an end to sucha scandal. Of 
course the authorities did not move, and the outcry 
had the effect-to draw the people by hundreds and 
by thousands around the carriage, during the month 
and a half it remained in the capital. The sale, how- 
ever, was by no means proportionate to the thousands 
and thousands who, during that time, flocked around 
Sr. Valobra. 

Unfortunately, well-meaning but imprudent foreign 
Christians have distributed, gratis, copies of the 
Bible, New Testament, and Portions, without any 
discrimination. Fancy that one of my friends pass- 
ing one day in a carriage received a Bible plump on 
his chest, and brought it to me, asking if that was 
the way we intended to evangelize Rome! One of 
the many bad results of such reckless throwing away 
of God’s word is that it renders the work of the col- 
porteurs more difficult. More than once Sr. Valobra 
was accused of misusing the confidence of his em- 
ployers, and sedding what had been given to him to 
give away, and making thus a double profit. 

At present the Bible wagon is crossing the country 
up towards Tuscany. The last letter from Valobra 
said that he had been seized by the fever, which had 
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shaken him like a reed for twenty days, but that he 
was better. The Lord keep him! 

You can better tell what our fellow laborer is if I 
quote some sentences from one of his reports: 

“Surrounded by hundreds and hundreds of people, 
I have been able to make thousands of ears hear the 
truth as it is in Jesus; to knock at the doors of many 
hearts ; to shout to the deaf; to show to the blind the 
brilliant sun of righteousness; to advise many poor 
to acquire real riches; to invite many rich to pur- 
chase the pearl of great price. I would day after day 
bear witness to the salvation purchased by Jesus 
Christ for all who believe in him. 

““What will the results be? God alone can cause 
the seed to grow, that seed which as an unworthy 
and inexperienced husbandman I have sown largely 
in faith. 

“How varied the feelings of the people! At first, 
wonder to see the Bible wagon; then indifference, 
scorn, irony, insults, laughter. Here a man inter- 
rupts me when I speak of the ‘living waters,’ and 
shouts, ‘give us wine to make us merry.’ Another, 
on hearing of the ‘bread of life,’ exclaims, ‘far 
better bakers’ bread, with slices of roast beef in it.’ 
Another, assuming an air of sympathy, advises me 
to go away, saying that Rome is not the place for 
such things. And indeed I do not believe there is 
another city in Italy where there is so much of gross, 
material indifference to religion. My heart was often 
sick within me, but I clung to God’s promises, and 
my prayer continually went up to him for help. He 
graciously answered and sent the encouragement. 
There were others, indeed, who listened, first with 
astonishment, then with real interest, sometimes with 
emotion, and who bought books and_ learned to 
appreciate the word. And now praises to him who 
has so directed circumstances that with the per- 
mission of the civil authorities the Bible carriage has 
entered Rome, and has arrested the attention of so 
many people! May he bless the work achieved, and 
increase my faith that I may serve him with more 
zeal and fervor!” 


——— 


THE BIBLE IN BULGARIA. 
BY REV. GEORGE D. MARSH. 


It is now nearly nineteen years since the whole 
Bible was published for the first time in the spoken 
language of the Bulgarian people. A thousand years 
before, Methodius and Cyril, the first preachers of 
the gospel to the Bulgarians, gave them the Scriptures 
in their then spoken language, the Slavic. As early 
in this century as 1828 two Bulgarians translated and 
published the Four Gospels in Bulgarian. In 1840 
appeared the first edition of the whole New Testa- 
ment in this language. The literary labor was per- 
formed by a Bulgarian, and it was published at the 
expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

About this time the agent of this Society at Smyrna. 
requested the now venerable Dr. Riggs to revise this. 
first edition. His critical knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures in the original and his ripe scholarship, have 
made his services most valuable in all such work. 
He has spent years, and with the best native help, 
in perfecting the present translation of the Bible. 
Seven editions of the New Testament were suc- 


/ 


13 


cessively printed and circulated by the Bible Society. 
The large edition of the whole Bible, which appeared 
in 1871, is just about exhausted; a smaller edition 
was published about the same time, and now the 
American Bible Society is printing a pocket edition, 
for which many are eagerly waiting. 

The circulation of the Scriptures in Bulgaria has 
for many years been such as to encourage those who 
are interested in the spiritual welfare of this people. 
The usual method of distribution has been through 
sales by colporteurs and from depositories at the 
principal centres. But five years ago, during the 
Servo-Bulgarian war, the Bible societies allowed us 
to donate to the soldiers portions of the Scriptures, 
as the New Testament, the Psalms, the Gospel of 
Matthew, and the Gospel of Luke. In this region 
nearly ten thousand copies of portions of the Bible 
were thus put into circulation, and similar work was 
done in other parts of the field. Since then we have 
been trying to keep up this colportage work in the 
army, as well as among all other classes of the peo- 
ple. These thoroughly and broadly Christian efforts 
have been approved and favored by many in author- 
ity. We have been encouraged in the work. 

But last May circulars were issued from the minis- 
try of justice directing that the Scriptures and our other 
books should not be allowed in the prisons, and from 
the ministry of war that the “ Protestant’’ Scriptures 
should not be allowed to be circulated in the army. 
Of course we claim that they are not ‘‘ Protestant,” 
and the people have no other. The translation has 
been very acceptable from the first to clergy and 
laity. One of the saddest features of this affair is 
that the restrictions issuing from these ministers are 
based upon the request of the exarch, the head of the 
Bulgarian church. For his sake I am glad to say, 
from another view I greatly regret saying, that we 
believe the ultimate source of this opposition to be 
in Russia’s spite toward Bulgaria, and her unwilling- 
ness that Bulgaria should receive even the blessings 
of an open Bible from other lands and without her 
consent. Russia is persistently working to accom- 
plish religious and political ends through the Bul- 
garian clergy. 

It is worthy of note that a number of the leading 
Bulgarian papers, not from any special interest in 
religious questions, have condemned this action of 
the exarchs and the government officials. And this 
Opposition to the circulation of the Scriptures has 
called out much discussion in private and in public, 
_ from the pulpit and in the press, in their support. 
We believe the result will be a better understanding 
of them, a truer devotion to them, more benefit from 
them. 

Meanwhile these are critical times. Most of the 
people are much more interested in political than in 
religious questions. The seeds of infidelity have 
been sown throughout the country, and not a few 
of the instructors in the schoois are responsible 
for it. Moral earnestness and courage area sadly 
lacking. 

Will not all who love and honor the Bible unite 
with us in praying that it may have free course in 
Bulgaria, and that it may here accomplish that for 

which God has given it to men?— Dhe Advance. 
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MEXICAN LIGHTS AND SHADOWS. 
BY REV. H. P. HAMILTON. 


In a certain hacienda, in the State of Zacatecas, 
may be found a little company of men who are gladly 
receiving the truth. They do not yet dare let it be 
known that they are reading the Bible, but are buying 
copies, a few at a time, and distributing them among 
those who are seeking for light, How much they 
want the Bibles may be seen in the following extract 
from a letter written by the mayor domo of the 
hacienda: 

“As my companion is going to Mexico with the 
flocks from this hacienda, I improve with pleasure 
the opportunity of informing you of the grateful 
progress we have made since receiving the four large 
and two small Bibles. We distributed them among 
those who were most interested in our work, telling 
them, at the same time, how much they would cost. 
They replied that they had not a single cent at their 
disposition (as we are always paid in goods, and not 
in money), but they proposed, and we agreed, to take 
part of our pay in sheep, which could be sent with 
the flocks to Mexico, and sold there to pay for the 
Bibles.” 

He finishes by begging that more Bibles and Testa- 
ments be sent, to be paid for in the same way. 

The following brief extracts will show what a 
wonderful opening was made for a colporteur in the 
State of Yucatan. Under the date, May gth, writing 
from Tekax, Sefior Fernandez says: 

‘The city of Tekax is, in Yucatan, the martyr of 
the indiginous savages of the State. It hasbeenmany _ 
times sacked and burnt by the Indians. The last - 
invasion was eight years ago. Three days ago, for 
I do not know what reason, the guards were doubled 
and everybody was in fighting array. To-day a 
guard went out to reconnoitre the outposts, but 
nothing serious is feared. 

““My work here is prospering well, selling from 
house to house, and from person to person. My — 
name and works, as they say, are known in all the | 
State. The brethren of Campeche and Merida have | 
made me more popular than I deserve, but it is God’s 
blessing which he is making manifest for the good 
of his work. 

“Night before last, about eight o’clock, a band of 
music stopped at my door, accompanying the mayor, 


the most important men of the town. They told me 
that a large hall had been made ready with seats, and — 
all was prepared for me to come and speak to them. © 
I could not excuse myself, and accompanying them, © 
found more than a thousand people ready to listen to — 
my discourse. By accident, a Sefior who had visited 
Protestant churches in New York was present, and | 
when I finished he begged that I would pray. He — 
bade the people to kneel, and I implored the blessing — 
of God on that gathering and on all the people of — 
the city and State. oh ee 
“Last night the meeting was much larger. They 
even brought the organ from the Catholic church that _ 
we might have music. What words were spoken, — 
what may be their fruit, we do not know, but pray 
that good seed may have fallen in some good and 
honest hearts, and may bring forth much fruit.” . 


i 


September, 1890. BisLtE Society Recorp. 137 


In Chihuahua a young American, who hopes to 
become a self-supporting missionary, is doing col- 
porteur work. Of the beginning of his work Mr. 
Eaton writes : 

“He began the engagement the first of the month, 
getting hold of a little Spanish by the aid of some 
members of our congregation, and in the past two 
weeks, mostly during the four days just closed, he 
has put in circulation ten Bibles, twenty-six Testa- 
ments, and twenty-five Portions. This city had been 
canvassed before several times, and his success is 
remarkable. He is anxious to ‘make hay while the 
sun shines,’ some persons already beginning to hiss 
and insult him, and he worked so hard yesterday that 
he was scarcely able to sleep last night.” 


MORE BIBLES WANTED. 
MEXICO, July 19, 1890. 


A letter from Juan Gonzales, a Mexican in Guate- 
mala, to his brother Alexandro, our former colporteur 
in Oaxaca, tells how a few Bibles have become the 
foundation of a small church in that country. He 
says that their numbers have increased constantly 
since the first Bible was sent them by mail from the 
Mexican Agency. Their meetings in a private house 
without a preacher having attracted attention, they 
were called before a council of priests to be dis- 
ciplined. They acknowledged themselves to be 
Protestants. Then they were told that the Prot- 
estants were divided, and had no leader, no captain; 
they answered with one voice, ‘“‘ Christ is our captain. 
With us he is not a dead Christ. He lives.” Many 
other answers from the Scriptures were given with 
such conviction of truth, that the priests gave up the 
attempt of “correcting” this group of Bible readers, 
and now they are sending a request for more Bibles. 

H. P. HAMILTON. 


VERSIONS COMPARED. 


The Rev. Z. C. Taylor, of Bahia, Brazil, narrates 
the following : 


In Valenca, our native pastor celebrated a marriage 
about the 20th of May. The state deputy and the 
promotor publico are kinsmen of some of our brethren 
of that place, and attended the wedding. The pastor 
‘had a copy of Archbishop’s Bible (Figueiredo’s), 
which I lent him, and after the marriage a public 
examination of the two versions was made, the two 
Officials having each a version in their hands. The 
pastor read various passages, and asked them if both 
versions did not mean the same. After a thorough 
examination, the deputy stated to the four or five 

hundred persons present that there was no /adlse 
_ Bible, and that it was his opinion that the priests 
- condemned our Bibles because they did not want to 
have the people know what was in them. The result 
| was that all the Bibles on hand were at once dis- 
_ posed of, and there is a call for more. 

_ The deputy afterwards spoke to the soldiers, and 
told them to protect our brethren. The vicar, 
already an outspoken enemy, was much enraged, 
and has been publishing long articles full of abuse 


2 of the local papers. 
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DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ARKANSAS.—Texarkana, a division line running in 
the midst of this city, makes this what its name sig- 
nifies—a Texas-Arkansas town, partly in Bowie and 
in Miller Counties. It is the gateway city.to Texas 
from the North and East. I spent part of three days 
in this place, preaching, lecturing, and holding Bible 
anniversaries. This last meeting was held in the 
New Cumberland Presbyterian Church, just finished 
through the devoted and efficient labors of Dr. Gold- 
burg, an aged converted Israelite, who presided at 
anniversary. Addresses were delivered by Rev. Dr. 
Kolb, pastor Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
and your District Superintendent, and valuable assist- 
ance was given by Mr. Colver, pastor Presbyterian 
Church. 

Subscriptions were collected and books ordered for 
local society, which, with books on hand and credits 
at Bible House, will enable the society to have a de- 
pository well supplied. Efficient officers were elected, 
and this auxiliary now commences a new life. 


ILLINoIs.—Grundy County auxiliary held its fortieth 
anniversary in the Congregational Church of Morris, 
on Sabbath evening, July zoth. It was an occasion of 
more than ordinary interest, both on account of the 
thorough colporteur work now going on in the coun- 
ty, and on account of the presence with us of Super- 
intendent Whipple, of Persia, who gave very interest- 
ing items of the work of the American Bible Society 
in that far-off land. It was emphatically Bible day in 
Morris. ‘The two Superintendents and the colporteur 
spoke, and the people not only listened with interest, 
but responded liberally. 

Both Kane and Peoria County auxiliaries make do- 
nations of $100 each to the Parent Society this year. 
While there are some things to discourage and hinder 
the work, there are more to cheer and encourage. 


Iowa.—Sunday, July 13th, 1 was at Emmetsburg, 
where the Palo Alto County Bible Society centers. 
The leading men of the town are among the officers, 
the society is doing good work, and will have branch 
societies in different parts of the county. 

The third Sunday morning I attended the anniver- 
sary of the Osceola Bible Society. We had a good 
meeting at the Methodist Episcopal Church of Sibley, 
where the society centers. Presiding Elder McGee 
was with us at this meeting, giving us valuable aid 
and encouragement. A collection was taken, and 
good officers elected. 

The last Sunday of the month I attended the annual 
meeting of the Postville Bible Society, another of our 
active and faithful auxiliaries. Everything in good’ 
condition, and the day very pleasantly and I hope 
profitably spent. 

KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—On the fourth Sun- 
day of July, I organized a Bible society at Middles- 
borough, Kentucky, the great iron manufacturing 
city of the West. The contribution was $100. The 


‘other Sabbaths I attended the anniversaries of the 


Bell County and the Muhlenberg County Bible Socie- 
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ties, in Kentucky. These anniversaries were interest- 
ing and profitable. 

During the month, the canvass of the counties of 
Magoffin, Kentucky, and Rhea, Tennessee, has been 
finished ; both by colporteurs of American Bible 
Society. 

LouIsIANA AND Mississtpp1.—During the month I 
visited officially the following places, namely : Lum- 
berton, Purvis, Poplarville, Hattiesburg, Columbia, 
Bethany, and Enterprise. At the first place named I 
addressed a union meeting in the Methodist Church ; 
at the latter I addressed a meeting of the Meridian 
District Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and at each of the other places men- 
tioned I addressed an annual meeting of the local 
3ible society. On all of these occasions I was 
received very cordially, and the people responded to 
the claims of the cause as liberally as could be 
expected under the circumstances. Although the 
dull season is upon us, and the places visited are not 
very large, yet the sum of nearly $300 was secured in 
cash and subscriptions during the month. Over $100 
of this amount, it is proper to say, was contributed at 
tue annual meeting of the Marion County Bible Soci- 
ety, which was held at Columbia, a small interior 
town, inhabited by large-hearted people. 

1 am very hopeful of that society. Its executive 
committee has decided to get a nice bookcase for the 
depository, and to do all it can do to promote the 
good work of spreading the divine word. The offi- 
cers of the other societies visited seem anxious to do 
all they can to help forward the great work. j 


MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—Notwithstanding the 

widespread drought that is proving so disastrous to 
the crops, the collections have not materially fallen 
off. The colporteurs found sales rather slow among 
the people in rural districts, for the want of ready 
money. 
' A few of the annual meetings will justify special 
mention. The first Sunday of the month was spent 
by your Superintendent in Calumet on the upper pe- 
ninsula of Michigan. Inthe morning I preached in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and in the evening ad- 
dressed a union service of all the Protestant churches. 
The people showed their interest in the cause by 
crowding the largest audience room in the town and 
by making a generous offering. 

The second Sunday was a pleasant and profitable 
day for Mason County Bible Society. The evening 
service was addressed by your Superintendent and a 
lite member of the American Bible Society. Very 
interesting and enthusiastic meetings were held dur- 


ing the month at Alpena, Manistee, and Clear Lake. | 


MINNESOTA, NORTH AND SoutTH DakoTa.—On the 
evening: of the 13th the anniversary of the St. Louis 
County Bible Society was held in the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Duluth. The First Methodist Epis- 
copal, Pilgrim Congregational, and the First Baptist 
Churches gave up their services to attend. Dr. O. F. 
' Presbrey, of Philadelphia, Pa., delivered a very inter- 
esting address, and short addresses were made by 


M. J. Carpenter, Esq., president of the society, and 


your District Superintendent. 
On the morning of the 27th I preached in the Con- 
gregational Church of Milbank, South Dakota, and in 
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the evening the annual meeting of the Milbank Bible 
Society was held in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Mr. G. A. Wood and your Superintendent addressed 
the meeting. This society is in an excellent condi- 
tion and the officers are interested in the work. 


NEw JERSEY AND DELAWARE.—The month of July 
has been a very busy one, and I have found the work » 
increasingly interesting to me. On Wednesday, July 
2d, I attended the seventy-fiftht anniversary of the 
Cumberland County Bible Society, held at Fairton, 
N. J. The attendance was large at all the sessions. I 
addressed the young people in the afternoon, and 
also spoke in the evening meeting. This society is 
favored with able and popular officers and hence is 
prosperous. They have a well-kept depository, which 
is located in Bridgeton, and a branch in Vineland. 
Two hundred and fifty dollars were paid to your Su- 
perintendent for the Parent Society. President Reeves 
presented a very interesting and able address, em- 
bodying the history of the Cumberland Bible Society, 
and that, with other important matters, is to be 
printed and distributed in all the churches of the 
county. 

Sabbath, July 6th, I spent in Bound Brook and 
Somerville, N. J.; in the Congregational Church in 
the former place, and the Methodist Episcopal Church 
at the latter. Both pastors are young and progressive 
men, and enthusiastic workers for the Bible cause. 
At Bound Brook the church made their pastor a life 
member of the American Bible Society. July 13th I 
was at Long Branch, preaching in the Simpson Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in the morning, and in the 
Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church in the evening. 
I have also visited during the month, Ocean City and 
Beach Haven, besides addressing a Sunday school 
convention at Clarksburg, N. J., meeting the execu- 
tive committee of Warren County Bible Society, and 
re-organizing Ocean County Society. I have trav- 
elled nearly 1,100 miles in accomplishing the work. 
In all the churches visited the contributions have 
largely increased, and greater interest is manifested 
in the work. 


NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA.—My labours this — 
month have been unusually abundant, and have been 
attended with much encouragement. I have pre- 
sented the cause and taken up collections for it in two — 
churches; addressed three Sabbath schools; assisted 
in the formation of one county Bible association, or- 
ganized for the purpose of promoting the Bible work 
in the county through a number of auxiliaries, and 
have also attended and addressed one Methodist 
Episcopal District Conference, and five county Sun- — 
day school conventions. In all these I was given full 
opportunity to speak, was listened to with marked — 
attention and interest, and received the strongest — 
endorsement, especially of the plan for Sabbath school 
supply. Iam persuaded that our people are ready to 
take hold of this scheme heartily and practically, and 
I look for excellent results. Rie 


‘ TExAs.—This month I attended the annual meet-. 
ings of Fayette, Fannin, and Denton County auxili- 
aries. The attendance was large and interest good at 
each of the meetings, in Denton and Fannin County. 
The sales of the Scriptures reported were about as i 
former years. There is a much better interest in eacl 
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of these communities, and the collections would have 
been much better, but for the prospect of a drought. 
It is now very dry and hot; crops are being injured. 

I have received reports and contributions from two 
Sunday schools this month, the firstfruits of ‘The 
Great Undertaking” to supply each child, that can 
read, with a Bible. Each of these Sunday schools 
report having supplied the pupils, and send a surplus 
to aid the work in more needy schools 


WEsT VirGINIA.—This month’s trip has taken me 
to the extreme limits of my district, 350 miles from 
home. I have met with more than usual encourage- 
ment and satisfaction in my work. 

At Harper’s Ferry likewise I was advised to organ- 
ize an auxiliary Bible society. It is a railroad town, 
growing in population, having a large proportion of 
colored people, much needing the word of God. They 
have pledged themselves to take collections in the 
churches and co-operate in circulating the Bible. 

Berkely County Bible Society made a donation of 
its surplus about four years ago of $250; since then all 
the collections and donations have been remitted on 
donation account. They propose to continue the 
work. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A LEAF FROM GENERAL FISK’S ARMY 
LIFE. 
BY H. A. NELSON, D.D. 


Before the war he was secretary of the St. Louis 
Merchants’ Exchange. He was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; but his Christian cheer- 
fulness, consistency, and catholicity made him a favor- 
ite with us all. We knew him for a good fellow, a 
good talker, a good man and a happy Christian, and 
hardly thought or cared in what denominational form 
he kept his churchmanship. When he raised a regi- 
ment of infantry and became its colonel, his relation 
to the Merchants’ Exchange gave it, at first, the name 
of the Merchants’ Regiment. But that name did not 
stay. It was-soon the Thirty-third Missouri, or Fisk’s 
Regiment. Christian people felt a special interest in 
it, and believed that its colonel carried his religion 
with him, and manifested it in his own cheerful and 
attractive way, showing how a good Christian can be 
—all the more for his genuine piety—a good soldier 
and a good fellow. 

In the latter part of the war-time, after he became 
a general, he was in St. Louis at an annual meeting 
of the St. Louis Bible Society, of which he was 
president. In the course of the evening he was 
induced to tell us something about Bible distribution 
in the army. One of his narratives impressed me 
so strongly and so pleasantly that I think I can 
‘reproduce it very nearly in his own words. As I 
remember, he said: 

“You know that, when this war began, we all 
studied ‘Hardee’s Tactics.’ But it did not seem 
just the right thing for Uncle Sam’s boys to be learn- 
ing all they knew of war from an enemy of Uncle 
Sam. So a loyal officer prepared a treatise on tactics, 
which our government adopted. 
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“Now it happened that the little book which it 
made was of such size and binding that it much 
resembled one edition of the New Testament pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society. 

“When I was at Helena, Arkansas, in command of 
the post held by my own and three or four other 
regiments, I had obtained a supply of those Testa- 
ments, and had them placed rather conspicuously 
upon a shelf in my tent. JI desired that they might 
attract attention and be sought for; for I liked to 
do what I could to encourage the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

“One day, as the colonel of one of the other regi- 
ments was sitting with me in my tent, he said : ‘ Fisk, 
how did you ever become so familiar with the tactics 
as I see that you are?’ 

“T replied that, entering the service without pre- 
vious military education, I saw very plainly that in 
order to do myself any credit or my country any 
good, I must study very diligently. Instead, there- 
fore, of spending my leisure time in playing cards 
and the like of that, I had made a daily study of the 
tactics. 

““Good for you!’ said Colonel P——, and, glanc- 
ing up at my bookshelf, added: ‘I’m glad to see that 
you have a supply of the new “ Tactics;” we need 
them for the instruction of our young officers. But 
do you say that you study the tactics daily?’ 

“ Perceiving his mistake, but not choosing then to 
correct it, I replied, that I certainly did study a lesson 
in those tactics every day. 

“The next day my adjutant reported to me a 
requisition for twenty copies of the new ‘ Tactics.’ 
Learning that the requisition had come from Colonel 
pP—, I sent him a package, on opening which he 
found twenty copies of the New Testament. Seeing 
the point at once, he called out to a number of young 
officers standing around: ‘See here, boys. I sent to 
Colonel Fisk for twenty copies of the “Tactics,” and 
he has sent me these.’ As they looked at the books 
their colonel added: ‘Colonel Fisk told me yesterday 
that he studies these tactics every day ; and I believe 
it would not be a bad plan for us.’ The boys agreed, 
and at once formed themselves into a Bible-class 
with their colonel for teacher. 

“The war went on. I was transferred from that 
command to that of the northwestern district ot 
Missouri, with my headquarters at St. Joseph. Hav- 
ing had a furlough to visit my family here, when I 
was ready to return to my command I went aboard a 


steamer lying at the levee, and was surprised to find 


there my old comrade, Colonel P. , badly wounded, 
going home, as he said, to die. But he was cheerful. 
He said: ‘I entered the service knowing its perils, 
and willing to give my life if our country should 
need it. I have tried to do my duty. I hope I have 
been of some use to my country. I am content.’ 
“Tasked him concerning what is beyond death; 
and he replied: ‘Well, I believe I’m all right as to 
that; I was taught and trained in a Christian way from 
a child, but I never became a Christian until since I 
went into the army. Since then I have looked into 


the matter more thoroughly, and seen that my 


Saviour has claims on me, and has given mea great 
opportunity. I have trusted my soul to him, and 
given myself to him as distinctly as I gave myself 
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to my country. And, Fisk, I want to tell you the 
turning-point with me; the decisive step seemed to 
come of that little pleasantry of yours, in your 
tent, about “he daily study of the taclics.””—The 
Independent. 


——_+.+—_ 


MINION BIBLE WITH MAPS. 

A friend, whose interest in the circulation of the 
Scriptures has been deep and long continued, writes 
as follows in a letter recently received: 

The edition of the Bible with maps is found to be 
very desirable as a gift book for those who unite with 
our churches. The price, $1 50, brings this beautiful 
volume within the means of any one who wishes to 
give this token of interest to a young person coming 
for the first time to the communion table; and such 
a gift, with its sacred associations, is highly valued, 
while the expression of Christian sympathy in the 
offering of this “lamp to the feet and light to the 
path” is a power for good. Mrs. E. T. T. M. 


AUBURN, N. Y. 


THE PRIESTS AND THE SCRIPTURES. 


During the month of November, 1888, two Capuchin 
monks were invited to go to a certain town in the 
province of Sergife, Brazil, to preach a “ Holy Mis- 
sion,” whose object was to drive the handful of Prot- 
estant Christians out of the town. During the mission 
the monks strove to excite the people by every means 
in their power. One day in the sermon one of the 
monks commanded the people to bring, on the day 
following, all the New Testaments, Bibles, books, and 
tracts which they had received or bought, and then 
they would arrange for an “auto da fe.’ So on the 
following day the books were brought, several baskets 
full, a great procession was formed with the monks 
and priests of the town in the lead. The procession 
was directed to the top of a hill, where, a few days 
before, a great cross had been set up; reaching the 
cross a great fire was started, and when at its height 
the sacred books, New Testaments and Bibles, were 
taken one by one, torn in pieces, and then they were 
cast into the fire with this expression: ‘ Here goes 
so and so,” mentioning some member of the Church 
(Presbyterian). 
and at the foot of the symbol. of man’s redemption, 
to see the word of life thus publicly and wantonly 
destroyed.— The Presbyterian. 


WHY DO THE HEATHEN RAGE? 


Not long ago the British ambassador at the Persian 
court publicly presented a copy of the Bible to the 
Shah. At once there was an outburst of rage among 
the Mohammedan population, and the guard of the 
British legation was doubled! 

What is the matter with the Mohammedans? Sup- 
pose the Persian ambassador should bring a magnifi- 
cent copy of the Koran to the queen of England, or 
the president of the United States ; and suppose the 
Chinese ambassador should follow with the writings 
of Confucius; suppose some one else should present 

a copy of the book of Mormon, and others should 
bring volumes containing the writings of Zoroaster 
and Buddha; would there be a riot or an earth- 
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quake? All these gifts would probably be “ received 
with thanks,’ and perhaps deposited in some great 
library, and left to slumber there in peace till dis- 
turbed by the research of the curious. ‘ 
Christianity can afford to hear what men say, and 
read what men write. It can tolerate free speech and 
free discussion. Its foundations are too broad for 
panics ; but when the Bible appears on the stage it 
seems to just set the devil craay to do something 
to oppose it.— Armory. 


MULLER, in his Bampton Lectures, speaking of the 
varied power of Holy Scriptures, compares it to the 
eye of a portrait uniformly fixed upon one, turn which 
way one will. Every good man knows this to be 
true, for that all-searching eye, that all-quickening 
word, has found him unnumbered times—sometimes 
in the gaze of tenderest pity, sometimes in look of 
sharp rebuke that even then has expression of love 
anxious to save. Oh, precious word! How graci- 
ously it fulfils his promise who says: “I will instruct 
thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go ; 
I will guide thee with mine eye.” To neglect ‘it is 
to suffer incalculable, if not irreparable loss.—Zion’s 
Herald. 


THE preaching of Chrysostom, the confessions of 
Augustine, the sculptures of Angelo, the glories of 
Raphael, the “Paradise Lost,” the architecture of 
Wren, the Analogy of Butler, the hymns of Cowper, 
the whole of the sweetening charities of the church, 
the enfranchisements, the politics, and the parlia- 
ments, that have had the relish of salvation in them, 
what had they been but for the Bible, and what the 
Bible has directly or indirectly inspired men to 
do ?—Religious Herald. 


Gop’s word is the bread of life, prayer is the 
Christian’s vital breath, but though we cannot live 
without air, how long can we live upon it alone? To 
neglect the searching of the Scriptures is to live the 
life of a starvling. He who does not carry the Bible 
to his closet enjoys but half a meal. He, too, will 
lack light, as well as strength, for duty. It was the 
word of God, and not prayer, that lighted David’s 
feet and pathway. 


WHEN Grimshaw first found Christ, he told a friend — 
that “if God had sent to him another Bible, it could _ 
not have been newer to him.’’ Yet the only differ- 
ence was between the word in the hand and the 
word in the heart ; but how wide and wonderful ! 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. ° 

In consequence of the want of a quorum, the stated 
meeting of the Board of Managers, which would reg- 
ularly have been held on the 4th of September, ad-— 
journed without the transaction of business. 

The issues from the Bible House during the month 
of August were 64,651 volumes; issues since April 
Ist, 394,566 volumes. i 
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Deceased Directors. Summary of Bible Distribution in July, by 55 

Rev. J. H. A. Bomberg ha D. Ds L.-L.D., Collegeville, Sa Colporteurs and 22 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 

Deceased Members. Days of service........ so HEE ec eee 963 527 
Rev. H. C. Westwood, D.D., Fredonia, N. Y. Milas tra veliodsensscecss cb ovcscsesccecctnevs 11,599 4,070 
Rey. Orlo D. Hine, Lebanon, Conn. Families visited by them................. ods 15,834 16,114 
Rev. Geo. H. Kennedy, Tippecanoe, Ohio. Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,199 2,670 
Mrs. Martha T. Cook, Attica, N. Y. Families supplied by sale or gift........... 1,516 1,205 
Sarah D. Jones, Racine, Wis. Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 185 523° 
Mrs. Rachel Owens, Racine, Wis. Number of books B01d.......0..seeeeeeeeeees 5,804 1,818 
Mrs. Harriet M. Brown, Louisville, Ky. Valtic Of DOGHS BORG ss cedsitas cect ence en ccceeve $2,050 0T $678 88 
George P. Philip, Mellenville, N. Y. Number of books distributed gratuitously. 1,375 1,285 
Mrs. Ann Boone, Concordia, Kan. Value of books distributed gratuitously... $3415 89 $256 77 
Rey. Elijah D. Murphy, D.D., Montclair, N. J. Contributions received............eeseeeees 5 141 93 748 2 


Mrs. David Jacobus, N. Y. 
Mrs. Flavia McAlpine, Sodus, N. Y. 
Mrs. Beulah Landes, Piqua, Ohio. Summary of 57 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socte- 


Whitman Phillips, Green Harbor, Mass. 0 y , 
Mrs. Ann E. Scott, Holley, N. Y. tes, received tm enEAse peas 
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Mrs. Paulina Miller, Rochester, N. Y. Receipts from sales in twelve months.........+++++++ $2,959 50 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Miles, Lewistown, Il. Receipts from collections and donations......--.+.++. 4,334 09 
= Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 8,311 45 
Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 1,414 24 
ee yon of J oer Expended on their own flelds.........-+.+seeeeeeereee 679 90 
uly, 090. Value of books domated.........ceeeceesecseeeeeee ee 207 2: 
Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 21 Value of stock on hand at date..........+eseeeeeeeeeee 5,172 68 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited........... on YS 138 No.of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 8 
Anniversaries attended.....................08. i eeagt 65 Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 8 
New Societies and Committees formed............... 7 Families visited by them...,......sesseceereeeeees Saas 8,324 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 198 Families found destitute........ceee eee ee reer erences 5 441 
NCR BONA Geta nee ek rin a mamyeinis kina Aoiaale’s:as's Be ciaetevarars 2,366 Destitute families supplied........-...-..+++ Pein Sage 420 
Miles travelled on official duty.............. emiaios «S : 23,584  Destitute individuals supplied in addition. ARS AIOCOD 328 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,702 60 Sabbath and other schools supplied...... ; 5 5 
> EE en ei eet. | ee eee ee 
RECEIPTS IN AUGUST, 1890. aetpatsareet. =) 
eh tee, Durant, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... $10 00 Cotton Gin, Sunday School ..........- $3 10 
LEGACIES. Hanasboro, ae Ep. Ch. South...... 25 Houston, San Phillipi Mission 8. 8.... 3 40 
. Aptist CN..........eeeeeee 8 50 WISCONSIN. 
Gibson, William M., late of Mentz, « Pres Ghee... ce 425 E 
Be ee ee AES n ek Sone $1,886 30 “ Gone Ones 109  Gtant Circuit, Prim. Meth. Society... 131 
Lewis, Isaac J., late of Scottsville, “ Episcopal Ch 50 
Dig MucOs.- vincewa bere enereB Sten scs anee 1.800 00 Ocean Springs, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 15 %5 $696 65 
2 Sap aa Alice, late of Con- yore Pickens, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... 20 85 GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. 
9 ODIO... .-reeceesccecee sosseneee ss Baptist Ch.........-..08 Sere 14 50 Bt a an Te ae or 
Swan, Wm. H., late of Portland, Me.. 2,500 00 a, Gea tas, le: ee WEE Srarive Chesed Ta ee ye es 
WAT - rohit, em cs sno, eens fo Bihar SO eee 
Re Saree ee a eck w . omas, arleston, MOo.. 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. = Meth, Ep. Ch...... -. 8500 ~—Gollections by Colporteurs............ 841 20 
ALABAMA. = Episcopal Co......... AOS 7 00 “ thro. Rev. W. H. Vernor, 
Gadsden, Dist. Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.. $12 20 as Baptist Ch. ........ eee noes 2 00 Dist. Supt.; Ark........ 30 50 
Huntsville, Dist. Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. 7 40 MISSOURI. Daviess, Mrs. A. F., Harrodsburg, Ky. 250 
ARKANSAS. Charleston, Churches in........-++++++ 14 10 Forsythe, Mrs., Albia, Iowa......... ne 5 00 
Gurdon, Pres. CD.....-.+++sesese2seees 700 Ticking, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... 200  Fish,Mrs.Nancy Stevens,LosAngeles, 
Fe LETS, Central Pres. Ch. 200 Salisbury, Churches in........0+0+++++ 6% Gals Socisas doen Ssadeas teeaee ore 30 00 
a First Pres. Ch...... 3 00 Webster Grove, Church & 8.8.......++ 28 00 Haven, Mrs. J.N., Montrose, Minn... 50 
Lamar, Cumberland Pres. eens 6 35 ERASE Lenzinger, J., Montrose, Minn....... 5 00 
BMaiwern, Pres. C.....5..cssecceseeees 405 26a Cloud, Cong. Ch ; 985 Nettleton, Franklin E.,Scranton,Pa. 30.00 
Okolona Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 6 95 i ieee she Cees eS San Luis, Valley Union, Y.P.S.C.E., 
CONNECTICUT. NORTH DAKOTA, Golaeaaae eee ericecos oo eon sana 8.25 
Bristolville, Meth. Ep. Ch..........++++ 400 Fargo, First Cong. Ch.........seeee+s : 3 27 Stevens, R. C., Norwich, Vt...... ise 10 00 
Stratford, Meth. Ep. Ch...........006+ 9 00 NEW YORK. Taylor, Rey. Dr. R., Beverly, N.J.... 28 ie 
MNIA. Hamilton, Cong. Ch..... 8 00 Townsend, Mrs. W. T., London, Eng. 85 00 
Plano, Meth. Ep. Cha. raae ee e 200 Hamiin, Meth. “Ep. Ch 400 Union Meeting, , Lumberton, Miss... 34 25 
COLORADO. Kingston, Clinton Ave., Meth. Ep. Ch. 5 00 Paris, AYK........-.- % 3 85 
Valmont, Union S.8......000+2s000++ 125 Mahopac Fails, Pres. Ch.....++.+000++- 25 00) Herbert S., Saratoga Springs, tae 
; FLORIDA. NEW JERSEY. Young Men’s Christian n Association, 
Euchee Valley, Pres. Cd....eee0eeeee 890 Boy nabrook, Cong. Ch.....-..+++ fees eoemt B01 84 Garland\Gos Arksy4)ssscs01c deeds eel 
GEORGIA. Columbus, Pres. Ch...... a oicaiielelegiolnta Ad 12 00 —_—— 
Columbus Dist. Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. rev J Meth. Ep. Ch...... 24 00 $750 65 
SHEN E aie ok Nofele sao eiaie siniepne:nraie isle vsiviais wi Matawan, Meth. Ep. Ch... 17 00 ry : 
Dobley, Camp Meeting, Meth. Ep. Ch. 6 23 Gijora: Mets! Ep. Ch... 76 60 gE etre eecee Credited 
St. Mary’s, Meth. Ep.Ch.South...... 1000 Passaic, German Pres. Ch... 10 00 se\ Donat Ole re a eae 
Sow ¢ : Baro Auburn Bible Com., Ala.. $640 
= DAT As gees oe siontitefesionianttse 817 59 
Albia, United Pres. Ch...... e1--» 600 Geneva, First Meth. Ep. Ch........... 8 00 te a ee ec rae 
Mupleton, Meth, Ep. CB.....+++++-+++++ 200 Hubbard, Meth. Ep. Ch..........++- dis 8 00 ee es ontra Costa, eee 
KANSAS. : Windsor, Meth. Ep. Ch.......-++++++ He 8 00 Allen €o., thd... ioe oan 4 Ww 
El Dorado, Mission 8.8........+0+++++ r 6 00 PENNSYLVANIA. Audrain Co. Mo. rs rie 41 91 
Frederick, Meth. Ep. Ch........++ tees 100 . Burgetistown, Pres. 8.S.......-0+0005 850 Ashtabula Co., Ohio......... fed wpeeeluaee 
LOUISIANA. Congruity, Pres. Ch........ pases 425) EA eraeen, SoD seiveekeens \ 709 
Jackson, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... 5295 Montrose, Meth. Ep. Wliascecests.semeuee 83 OU Austin, Texa8........scess005 5 65 00 
S Pres. Ch. ...sscccesseeees 2180 Reading, First Pres. Ch........ seat 45 00 Barnesville, Ga.. .... 6 10 
sadiouactibantrds SOUTH OAROLINA. Butler Co., lowa........ 0.055 18 45 
| acajerse wes co sae 500  Lowrysville, Zion Pres. Ch......--.-+- 550 Bell C04 KYy...ssse-eserseveee 46 5t 
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D: . Credited Credited 
as ide ih Cea iseaite ae Seaton. Sak ae Donation. op rvon oa 
Bergen Co., N. Js..cccccesece $150 00 Fonda & Vic., lowa.......... $5 86 Hancock Co., Ohio Werte setae ape es 
Buffalo & Erie Co., N. 888 09 Franklin Co., MO.s..iet. ses $80 00 84 95 Hawkins COG Tenet onswesw 2 
Broome Co., N. Y...... 54 04 Franklin Co., Neb..........06 8 60 Harris Co., Texas..........0. ante 
Berkeley Co., W. Va. oe 48 68 Fairfield & Vic., Neb........ 8 80 81 78 Hall Co., Texas a a Rocker ERT PO a5 
California B.§., Cal......... 1,546 67 Franklin Female, Ohio...... 17 81 pment 1 Bible Com., ae 
Coweta Cos, G&....cscesevees 20 00 Fayette Co., Texas.........+ 7 50 Diondestashi euinp ena she ome pay 
Chicago, Ds vecwasec 05 %2 Fannin Co., Texas.........+. 69 47 Ishpeming, Mich.. .......-.. * ry 
Clay Co., Iowa : 65 58 Gainesville, Ala...........056 19 00 Tron mourn & Vic., Mich. Hehe 
College Springs, Iowa....... 22 10 Garland Co., Ark...........« 42 68 Ionia Co., Mich......-....... me = 
Chetopah, K8.........cccsseee 25 00 GTN GG cine vn ipesta rey icv is 2 95 46 95 Jefferson Co., Ala........006 Z re 
Carlisle & Nicholas Co., Ky. 85 60 Grant Co., ING ccc ese. wenee 51 is Jay Co., Ind Suse cbiedelocs eee i 7 
Calimet MICH 6.63 cnn wavelet $86 69 42 10 Geauga Co., Ohi0.........066 18 79 Jefferson Co., Ind.. ......... - a 
Carver Co., Minn...........0. 7 10 Galion & Vic., Ohio......... 50 00 Jackson Co., K8......00..++++ . = 
Chisago Co., Minn...... 9 60 Grant'Co.; SUD seve s ves 5 50 Jasper Co., Mo..... hia: areravarsiaie ro “ 
Copiah Co., Miss..... 81 00 Greene Co., Tenn.........-.65 29 50 Jackson & Hanes Co., Miss.. 5 ne ; 
Chickasaw Co., Miss. 78 06 Grant Co., Wis...... 85 00 Jefferson Co., Neb........... $10 40 98 
wv 2 71 Hope; Arka o.s.cke 4 00 Jefferson Co., N. Y........-% 700 
Clay COG SED Axis s ciitieige se 8 00 Howard Col, Indiieertevsass 25 00 Jefferson Co., W. Va........ 380 00 39.7 ; 
Charlestown & Vic., W. Va. 25 26 18 72 Hamilton Co., Ind........... 15 00 Knox:Coi, N€Di0 <n cscarigecwes as en 
Clear Lake & Vic., Wis...... B90) HOFbOM ICA! cesar elentemtvores w 48 60 Knoxville, Tenn............. ae 
DepprRivors Oticaci cocswevene 294 - Hardin Co., Ky.........-.0.s. 44 90 Lauderdale Co., Ala......... a6 ee 
Daviess Co., Ind 21 25 Hancock Co., MIis8.........66 18 00 La Grange Co., Ind.......... 50 00 4 40 
Dallas Co., Lowa.... tin’e 28 70 Hattiesburg, Miss............ 22 45 Lexington, Ths scx oe ceeseuas Be . 
Douglas Co,, K8........050008 20 50 Howard & Vic., Minn........ 41 66 Lawrence COs5 Mscesiea a. oe ae 01 
Dutchess Co., Female, N. Y 18 36 Hennepin Co., Minn......... 868 50 Mobile, Ala rere sdwakinn Sapeee 3 40 
Davidson Co., N. C.......000- 600 Houghton Co., Mich......... 60 59 Macon (Bibb Co.), Ga........ 2 4 00 
El Paso Co., Col.... 55 00 FIOLS COs MG) Aenea saves nts 80 00 183 05 Marletta, Ga..0.0...0c0ccs.008 cp 9: 
Effingham Co., Ga.. a 10 00 Hamilton; Moos sdesosav oes «3% 2 80 Monroe Co., Ga..........-20 i ES 
Edgar & Vic., Neb.. es 42 65 Hunterdon Co., N.J......... 120 00 Monroe Co., Iowa...........+ “ 25 
Eau Claire Co., Wis aon 15 41 Hickory. Co... Ne iOusacites <» sie 23 00 Muhlenburg Co., Ky watson Cea fe 73 
Fayette CO, Wisc cede wecivee 5 00 Highland Co., Ohio.......... 66 95 Middlesborough, Ky......... 65 50 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
; RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
| 
( Income Returns 
From Sales Sales re- 
Church Gifts Gifts ‘om from ‘i 
Legacies. |. Collec- | from Aux-| from Indi- Bales Sf *eeeuer teat Perpetual ose By, Missionary LACES Total Total 
tions, iliaries, | viduals, BOOKS Ges Coote iran oreign | and other aes Transfers.| Cash. 
Donated. teurs. Banda Agents. Societies. 
E $ 2 
Cash,...... 7,627 78 696 65 804 35 750 65 995 | 4,517 86 705 08 404 00 | ...... 155 15,517 87 
Tramsfers.| ..... bid Wiostntaete 2140 00 plererarte eee OE AG ck aarectes: Bee Pore cee 8 25 267 40 
Brown AUAMArieg. lh ocs7 scvgh asin de onsen esa aah h seme omen es: Joao side tebicnd ee a ee : 877 85 | 1080115 
. { L 
ete TRO DrAAOY. deoidneate eis a ccisteelnciecrcseeete ROE ct Its Ree ath aloes nated Be Coane Aiden aioe uae Se 2h 5h 1,696 55° J 
Sie ROUUB seein satiiecletenio's.6 Uaesleetaetmeisinbasled se seveds vet ols nidinia opin ete fatel> = alalal ain Paie/ ole Siete lets alate es etsiois Soo sanereneb eens ose 5,688 27 ; 
“Trust Fund—Solomon Klein Legacy............. « SSSEACCEE Care cen COPE One ers ihe Bae Maecenas We 2,000-00 - 
* Trust Funds—Withdrawn from U.S. Trust Co. for Reinvestment................cccceccenccececceeces 37,000 00 
“Available Funds—Withdrawn from U. 8. Trust Co. for Current Expenses......... state ateais tale o's, uate etn 10,000 60 
“ British and Foreign Bible Society—Value of Books Received........ Ropeuipa into eee eee geen 896 18 
270 83 
178 24 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
ep eS 
; Deposito Sales of Waste 
daloa, hy, Retail Sales, Material Job Work. Miscellaneous. 
Maren eae 
DASE. sitet ssa, a Bisld eiecaie 1,025 88 543 71 Tete aNeR waleehitare Sidictatwrely ‘ 1,569 59 
Transfers........ 16,312 L2 805 7 sieteretalarete 666 59 | eee ererele 9 9 05 17,293.58 ‘ x 
Total Transfers. . TiPreeneecseeserseareveseseqcessaseeessseravessseesenstessesseneeescese| 18,859 50 ? f 
ae . £ a - 
“Cash Balance from July, TBOD. ches snsees se nee dbase tneadautanne tenes suv eoesinscress Etierastaise steerer 


7,403 61 


N. B.—The amounts in IraLio type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payment its by boos are Be between the > tere | 
Departmente, to show the net result of each, ‘ = , 


\ 


so 


rrr 
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Credited Credited 1 
de Dosation Noun taees Credle i reeked FROM SALES OF BOOKS DONATED. 
MEST UIANIG. .. cccsssscecscacces $800 00 Pennsylvania...... .......... $1,500 00 Legare, F. Y., Adams Run, 8.C....... $2 10 
Manistee Co., Mich.. $408 Paw Paw, W. Va........00-. 1000  ©=-Pres. Board of Pub. & 8.8. Work..... 7 85 
Mason Co., Mich............. $30 83 Rockdale Co., Ga&......0.+065 11 01 eons 
Brercer COG Nudcvccscweccens 80 00 Rhea Co., Tenn .....5.5.0006 $8 80 $9 95 

Mecklenburg Co., ate 150 00 Rock Oo. Wikiarsesatscasnsce 15 95 a - 7 
Morrow Co., Ohio... : nay efontiorniG aineeniatere: <-:.« ara SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
Batipanks . D.s.acsesvesncact Sidi Nao Cou Lowawarncsse.s-ss 700 AGENCIES 
Maury Co., TeNN....cccseeses 79 10 St. Louts Co., Minn.......... 140 80 POPS ARONCY cies vececvnsws cae rv ance $404 00 
Madison Co., Tenn.... wa 89 95 South Haven, Mich.......... 4 85 
Mills Co., Texas. ........0000. Q008e, Ste Louis, Molsvscaceeeass ass 150 00 aa co 
Morgan Co., SW i WAL <€xcagesh 17 29 Sutton & Vlc., Neb.........- 41 69 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Newton Co., Ind....... ..... 15 82 Summit Co., Ohio % 38 es ayer 
Seaea tenes eo ut rel 94 20 Sumner Co., Tenn... 50 00 a al RN alkene daisies caleiteclete sinalerete $4,517 86 
Stvapara Go. N. ¥......!..... 160 72. ‘St. Croix Co., Wis Bes, es 1000 1825 ‘rade sales J 
Prirelona, ATK. . oo. csckecsees 16 00 Texarkana, Ark..<......0050- 55 00 Ranteis 5 688 97 
; 3 Torrington; Cbivtseehles ss SN RONGHNS ssc sleevvaie cinnasivncesiee coe caine as 
Osceola Co., owa........0.++ eae bed apie 1242 gales of Waste Materials......... ve 548 
PWIOCOG Kye. efececssavccse- 18 89 hayer Co., Neb.. 10:25 from Available Fund 270 8 
: = ee Pipa hoNe Cee sil “5 5 20 00 ncome from Available Funds,...... 270 83 
Drange. Co., N. ¥..<...c.siex 6 26 Dy ( 2 “ “ Trust Fund 705 08 
Union (Lee Co.), Migs......- 20 00 rus ‘un Sityeciels sje estan 705 Of 
REBORN coe icce nn dacs dabuw 160 91 2 DOD HOG Oss Available Funds withdrawn from 
Orangeburg Co., S. C........ 80 00 Union Cos Ne Orpenaspe nt.’ bc 48 07 U.S. Trust Company 10,000 00 
Oshkosh Welsh Bible Asso- Vedersburg & Vicinity, Ind. 4 86 aes a age la ORO So Gal 
- : es Trust Funds, Solomon Klein, Legacy. 2,00U 00 
Ciation, Wis................. 106 00 Valley Falls, Ks 11 86 : 7 
- Trust Funds for re-investment: 
Pratt Mines. Ala.. 125 Wilcox Co., Ala A 81 68 Henry Winkle, Legacy... 14,461 (5) 
ery CO. Ala. oes.cccecs seks 86 90 Williamsburg Welsh, Towa. a 5 88 Geo. Earnest, Legacy... 22,588 95 § 87,000 00 
Pickens Co., Al&.......<0-s0» 19 00 Webber, Kibiic scccsinecsatiee se 28 00 Blectric Light 118 24 
Plainfield & Vicinity, Ind... 70 8 Washington Co., Ky. 20 00 Pen driols cele alten ues 155 
Prenrig OU. Llc. Wotcscckesses 46 00 Warren Co., N.J..... BOO TOU eet cca cae Rae ee ne : 
Postville, Iowa............... 8 21 Williamson Co., Tenn....... 89 60 $69,627 97 
OSE ea es 472 Wheeling & Ohio Co., W. Va. 60 00 = 
Pontotoc Co., Miss........... . 12 65 <a are 
Putnam Co., Ohio............ 35 48 $804 85 10,891 15 Total Receipts........sceseeeeeereeres $84,312 50 
FOR AUGUST, 1890. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District Colpor- Grants BIBLES, 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ to Mis- Total Total 
ms - Foreign B. 8. Miscel- 0 0 
Salaries | Salaries sion’y & 
and Ex- | and Ex- | A#encies. | other So Record. | laneous.| To yee gne oe aes ep Donated. |Zransfers.| Cash. 
penses. penses, cieties. : 
| $ § 
Cash........| 3,048 36, 38,850 36, 17,086 62) .... 181 94/1,705 74 5 41 eae ore sates ponies 15,828 43 
Transfers... ae Bote eee aise 850 {Stews 1,840 96 839 76 317 00 | 1,429 20 4,277 64 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &......+...+eeseeee ee Bak ot Rey RUD BN rare se tin temaistenaamele Weepoe ree. 50 
The Trade— be a a E> BOA Parcs lsta se cis (oicinied & vievale e eiyis.cis'viele/els\n ai¥insie'e n'a s/eieleie(neiyie ¥iaisie nls 2,245 09 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Income...........- Speitemachetne es Wa ero Reve iaaisieninawisicieneee a 11h 6h 
Bible House Expenses.......--..-- Be Bar Seer Dai oS aks ea atitascioaten ont cain eiciclsatancle sslepieer 1,574 63 
General Salaries and Expenses........ Rete ueyezt ery ey |. RR OER Bop USL enna T Va we) Se Rent oN 
Interest on Life InvestMent. ....-.sseeeeeee reer ee ceee < PatcEB AVE aioselsgroietanlaiaeis\o fu ale\aisleve/eislars[sje sipiers Mowelcre eWelessisiars.el® 809 03 
Trust Funds—A mount. Inyested.....cse-cesroeccercesersnseveresscssstsrseversasversecscararesesesrescss sess cs 39,000. 00 
RIGCHEIG: Raghit sts de0-eees ao ann Sag oSoeerssneh somenc(oscionaeematerciewepite =e ha ince ater are toate AS onnpooonacad 189 33 
ee — 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
ee ee ee 
ITORY. 
Manuf’g | Rent of Baloriss | ae 
Machin’ry| and Ex- Boxes, Book: Discount 
Wages. | Material. | Repairs & | Manufac- |g ‘tools. | penses in | Cartage, Need a ee a ,| om Sales, 
Expenses. | tory. Depository] Postage shag eters 
sony » | turned. |Duties, etc. 
 CGash.......| 12,693 03 | 12,011 95 | | 386 80 {06 22 320 88 536 85 316 17 eons es Lien M 26,971 90 
Mataldlranstersceneasd <r accens see eenaereo sessed kegerss fewe cme Sncle rte guete ss Sela 18,859 60 | - 
“Cash Disbursements. <2. 400 E-Uags sesso -sspfeostensat peter Pes : 86,648 79 


Cash ‘Balance forward to September, 1890.....---eresceseccecsereereecetsrsrescstsscescsceess ees 5,567 82. 


— amounts in ITALIC are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments by transfer as between the Avevonts , ; 
Nesey a Departments, to show the net reslt of each, $92,216 11 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH BL. FANCHER, LL.D.....07....2%% President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D.... es ne owe 
WILLIAM FOULEE. «5 cpecctscsvelew scistlesmtaltde ries Treasurer. 
CALEB ET. ROW Bian fcictes cans teed coupon General Agent. 


l Corresponding 
\ Seerctaries. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to “The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
ouly. No books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
tnducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
tor sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rey. Z. A. PARKER, 
é Birmingham, Ala. 
ATEBNSAS Janae menisc os decease sed Rev. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, D.D., 
Oakland, Cal. 
COUP IG e wcenee ee! 0): wepiercp aes Rey. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Barnesville, Geo. 
TUN GIB nae aise - «ales Uslgatateeeote Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
Princeton, Il, 
BNGIANG 6. gov doees see ct40s ee cannee Rev. W. J. VIGUS, 
Y Wabash, Ind. 
OWA Sr coin ds ce hclas shee Se ees Rey. R. W. HUGHES, 
Grinnell, Towa, 
WKSMISARS. cee acaniow ot asthe Sota aneee Rev. S. D. SrorRs, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rey. Gro. S. SAVAGE, M.D. 
Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. MCLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La. 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis, 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rey. JOSHUA T. EVANS, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
EAT TOx by Bae Semeepeece ret Meee Ie ... Rev. J. W. LEWIS, D. D., 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- } Rey. G. W. WAINWRIGHT, D.D., 
MURIN Di lecete nie vioiaire stele wthe's a DNS eo Y Blair, Neb, 
New Jersey & Delaware.........Revy. WILLIAM W. MOFFETT, 
Westfield, Union Co., N. J. _ 
Wew LY OV. oc:-iscnansq eters or ea Rev. D. K. VAN DOREN, ~ 
Middleburgh, N.Y. 
North & South Carolina........ Rev. THOMAS H. Law, D.D., 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
OUIGS. oi aitinas a salle eoele veces ta Rey. E. 8. GILLETTE, 


Cleveland, Olio. 
Oregon, Washington Terr’y, j Bay. P. C. HETZLER, 


Idaho, and Montana... . vase Salem, Oregon. 
Texas....... Pa eet re bone scape ant Rey. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 

: Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia.......... sesseeeess REV. THOMAS COTTON, 


Parkersburg, W. Va. 


/ 
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ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICB AT NEW YORK, N. Y., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER. 


Volume 35. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object és to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Seréptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The inerease of © 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. . 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the ~ 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. , 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the — 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary — 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- — 
tous distribution. B 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 

‘ 


4 
~ 


grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. _ 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auviliary Soci- — 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this — 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the — 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 5 

Pubhe institutions supported by local or State governments, and — 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. ‘ 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will © 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are — 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1890, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the Unit 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Soci 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his m 
bership, on the sémple condition that the request for it is renew 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to 
bee ae churches contributing directly to the funds ‘of 

ociety. ; yo. be 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the pr 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which 
tanees are received. Other copies may be ordered — 
club rates; but the money should in all cases 
the order. tee Ta ; i 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and f 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. _ 


x 


ai! 


— 
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